
School Home Partnership Night Planning Template

Title of Workshop:   Academic Fun on the Computer at Home & the Public 
Library

Attention Grabbing Question: What websites will help my child learn while 
they are playing games and having fun?

Presenter (s):  Marty  (supported by Liz)

Grade level focus:  K - 5

Goal for the session:  Introduce families to the Elementary Resources Page 
of the CPSD website (http://www3.cpsd.us/student/elementary)  

Highlight key websites, providing information on log-ins (when needed), 
suggested activities and purpose of suggested activities. 

Materials needed:  Ideally this will take place in the computer lab so that 
we can utilize the desktop computers and the interactive whiteboard.    If not, 
it will take place in a classroom and we will utilize laptops.  

Handout:  Annotated list of websites that were covered as well as 
information on bookmarking websites in browsers.  

Plan for the 30 minutes:  

5 Minutes: Introduction, overview of website and how to bookmark.  

10 Minutes: Key math activity websites

10 Minutes:  Key ELA activity websites.

5 Minutes: What did you find useful?  Are there others that you would 
suggest?

http://www3.cpsd.us/student/elementary


Academic Fun on the Computer
at Home & at the Public Library

Presented by: 

Marty Wrin
Cambridgeport School
mwrin@cpsd.us

Heather French
Cambridgeport School
hfrench@cpsd.us

Math Websites
It seems that for most students, math activities and games on the Internet are a 
source of great enjoyment.  

Greg Tang Math
http://www.gregtangmath.com/

You will find the always popular Kakooma here!  This math game is scalable and 
appropriate for students in first grade and higher.  You can even challenge 
yourself!    The Games section also has rich offerings.  

NCTM Illuminations
http://illuminations.nctm.org/ActivitySearch.aspx

This website created by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics has very 
solid math games in a commercial-free environment.  Several of these games can 
be downloaded free as apps as well!  Turtle Pond, Bobbie Bear, and Concentration 
are three games that are popular with younger students.

Fastt Math
http://read180.cpsd.us:55880/slms/studentaccess

This site requires a student login which is your child’s student ID with the password 
of: Abc123@@ in order to access the math games.  Fastt Math keeps track of your 
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child’s time and activities on the computer and adjust based on mastery of topics.  

Literacy Websites
Although reading a book is still the single most important way to improve literacy 
and reading skills, these websites can supplement a diet of regular reading to 
provide additional support and/or practice in an engaging way.

Starfall
http://www.starfall.com/

Starfall has a substantial amount of literacy activities available for free.  There is 
additional content behind a pay-wall.

Free Rice
http://freerice.com/#/english-vocabulary/2105

This link goes to the vocabulary section of Free Rice but there are others as well.  
Students love the fact that getting a correct answer helps others!

Dogo News
http://www.dogonews.com/

Have your student read interesting news in a friendly format!

Typing
Typing is becoming more and more important to students. There are a number of 
great resources online where your students can learn to type efficiently while 
having fun.

Third, fourth, and fifth grade students will be using typing club both in technology 
and in their classrooms. They may also use typing club at home. To log in go to 
cambridge.typingclub.com and use their student ID number as their user name and 
abc123 as their password. Student ID numbers can be sent home for easy 
reference if your student does not know it.

Other great websites (for every grade) include:

Keyseeker
http://www.annrymer.com/keyseeker
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Spyder Typer
http://funschool.kaboose.com/funblaster/games/
game_super_hyper_spider_typer.html

Dance Mat Typing
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/

ABCYa  Keyboard Puzzle
http://www.abcya.com/keyboard.htm

Typing Test
http://www.typingtest.com/index.html

Typing Games Treasure
http://www.typingtest.com/gamesv2.html

Type Racer
http://play.typeracer.com/

Free Typing Game
http://www.freetypinggame.net/play.asp

Keyboard Zoo
http://www.abcya.com/keyboarding_practice.htm

Bookmark This!
Bookmarking is a way of saving websites in your computer’s browser so that you, 
or your child, can just click on them.  It is a great way to access websites that are 
used often!  Here are the directions to have a bookmark appear at the top of your 
browser window for both Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox.  It is similar for other 
web browsers as well.

Google Chrome:  Click “Bookmarks” at the very top of the screen and select 
“Bookmark this page.”  A window will appear.  Type a name that is short and easy 
(e.g. Starfall) and press enter.  It should appear now.  If it doesn’t, go back up to the 
top of the page and click “View.”  Then you can click “Always show bookmarks bar.” 
and it will appear!

Mozilla Firefox: Click “Bookmarks” at the very top of the screen and select 
“Bookmark this page.”  A window will appear.  Type a name in the first box that is 
short and easy to remember (e.g. DOGO News) and in the second box select 
“Bookmark Tool.”  Then press enter!   If it doesn’t show-up, click “View” at the top of 
the page and select “Toolbars” and click on “Bookmarks Toolbar.”



Delicious Bookmarks Travel With You!
Delicious.com is one of many web-based bookmarking systems.  That means that 
you can create a set of bookmarks that are accessible from any computer with an 
internet connection.  This is a great option if you or your child will be using a variety 
of computers or a public computer.  Visit Liz the Librarian’s Delicious site for an 
annotated listing of educational websites!  http://delicious.com/cambridgeport

You can create a free account at www.delicious.com    If you make it public, anyone 
will be able to access your listings without a log-in.  This would allow your child or 
children to access a bookmarked list of websites without having to have a login of 
anytype.  
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